[Radiculopathy following intrathecal baclofen pump implantation].
Intrathecally delivered baclofen has been used as a treatment for severe spasticity since 1984. After a successful intrathecal baclofen trial, a programmable drug delivery system was implanted. Few early complications such as infection or hematoma are observed after this surgery. To describe an unusual and unknown complication of intrathecal baclofen therapy. We report 2 cases of complications of intrathecal baclofen therapy, radiculalgy, that appeared early after pump implantation. The clinical symptoms and computed tomography (CT) results are described. The first patient described pain, which evoked left S1 radiculopathic features. The second had left L5 radiculopathic involvement. The mean pain level was estimated on a 10-point visual analog scale as 7.5 (range 4-9). Lumbar CT scan showed a conflict between the symptomatic root and the catheter and eliminated other causes of the symptoms. Treatment with analgesic drugs was successful in 1 patient. The other presented with proximal disconnection of the catheter, which led to surgical replacement of the catheter. The pain disappeared after this surgery. Intrathecal baclofen therapy with a subcutaneously implanted progammable pump can be complicated by radiculalgy secondary to a conflict between the catheter and symptomatic root. The diagnosis is made by CT lumbar scan. If medical treatment is not sufficient, surgery could be proposed to replace the catheter.